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This month TOPPS1
 celebrates its 10 year anniversary 

 

 

 

TOPPS-life point source reduction 2005-2008 was 50% EU Commission funded 
and launched the TOPPS Best Management Practice (BMP) development and 
dissemination program consisting of point source (e.g. spills, filling, equipment 
cleaning) information, training and demonstration of relevant theory and practice 
to advisers and farmers, ultimately reaching 24 EU countries. 
 
TOPPS-prowadis 2011-2014 extended the BMPs to reduce diffuse source losses 
of PPPs to water in 7 countries, relevant mitigation measures and diagnosis tools 
to reduce spray drift and field runoff/ erosion were developed and disseminated. 
 
TOPPS Water Protection 2015-2018 is the current phase of the project, which 
aims to expand the implementation of the broad framework of BMPs covering 
both point and diffuse sources in 12 countries. The BMPs will also be extended to 
mitigate losses from drainage and leaching. 
 To date TOPPS has provided practical demonstrations and training on water protection across 24 

countries to about 12000 farmers and advisers, distributed more than 450000 BMP leaflets to 
farmers, been the subject of more than 350 articles in the farm press, and has been presented at a 
large number of relevant workshops and conferences. 
 
Productive discussions continue with sprayer manufacturers on how we can better inform farmers 
and operators about Environmentally Optimized Sprayers, and how we can further stimulate valuable 
technical innovations (TOPPS-EOS). 
 
The TOPPS projects have included a broad group of stakeholders from the start, and are executed 
locally through a network of TOPPS partner organisations, associations, and experts. The project 
website (www.topps-life.org) supports the dissemination of BMPs and includes useful content such as 
photos, videos, power point courses, decision support tools and on-line help. 
 

Philippe Costrop, our TOPPS project chairman from Syngenta sadly passed away in 
August 2015. Philippe was a driving force behind starting the TOPPS projects and made 
a great contribution to the success of the TOPPS project work with his broad expertise 
and friendly personality. He will remain in our memories. 
 

Volker Laabs is the new TOPPS chairman, from BASF. He is a soil scientist and 
environmental chemist by training, with a degree in Geoecology. Volker has been 
involved in the TOPPS project steering committee since 2008, and the project will 
benefit greatly from his expertise and enthusiasm for promoting water protection. 
 

 

A long-term multi-partner pan-European project to reduce losses of Plant Protection Products (PPPs) to 
water, consisting of several phases: 
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WE THANK ALL TOPPS PARTNERS FOR THEIR 
CONTRIBUTIONS AND EFFORTS OVER THE LAST 10 YEARS – 
WITHOUT THEM THE PROJECT WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN 
POSSIBLE! 
 


