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In the podkarpackie province we are working on the
external border of European Union
Polish eastern land border covers an area of four
provinces: podkarpackie, lubelskie, podlaskie and
warmińsko-mazurskie.
The Polish Customs and Tax Control Service is
responsible for operating one of the longest land section
of the European Union external border i.e. 1138
kilometres (the length of border section with Ukraine 535 kilometres).

Through the podkarpackie province
runs Pan-European transport
corridor connecting West and East.
This is the main transit corridor for
goods carried from the EU through
the Polish territory towards
Ukraine.
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Inspections to be taken
by customs and tax service

Control exercised by the Customs and Tax Service is to verify the compliance
with the law obligation to parties, dealing with import and export of goods traded
between the customs territory of the European Union and third countries.
Officers performing inspections are authorized to verify the goods, products and
means of transport, using professional technical equipment.
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Counterfeited plant protection products

Activities of the Customs Service in the framework of protection of intellectual
property rights:
1) Goods declared for the customs procedure - Regulation of the European Parliament and of the
Council (EU) No 608/2013 of 12 June 2013. On the enforcement of intellectual property rights by
customs authorities, and repealing Council Regulation (E) No 1383/2003
- Seizure of goods (limited term)
- Information forwarded to the right holder regarding seizure - the decision of the right holder either to take
steps in criminal law or civil settlement with the owner of the goods (the destruction of the goods without a
court order, no action - release of the goods to the requested procedure) - these activities take place in the
offices of customs.
2) The goods not presented for customs control (smuggling) - the Act of 10 September 1999. Fiscal
Penal Code (KKS) and the Act of 30 June 2000. Industrial Property Law
- proceeding is carried out, apart from the infringement upon the Fiscal Penal Code kks, proceedings for
infringement of intellectual property rights
- Information on the disclosure of goods addressed to the right holder, which informs about the originality of
the goods and has the option to apply for prosecuting the perpetrators - customs investigation offices deal
with these.

Contraband
• Plant protection products are generally revealed during the
passengers control.
• These goods are usually hidden in their luggage.
• Goods smuggled in forms of liquid, powder, is in the original
packaging unit: plastic bottles, plastic bags.
• Goods are not repackaged, but are marked and labeled, mostly in
Ukrainian language.
• The import is done without the fulfillment of importing duty, i.e.
customs declaration and presentation of goods to customs,
whereby officers stop them.
• Methods for detection of these products are similar to the
methods used in the disclosure of other goods, the importation of
which is prohibited or limited for example.
• Systemic risk analysis, customs officers own analysis, increased
control activities.
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Case study
1 case of counterfeit plant protection products disclosure submitted to the customs
procedure - Regulation 608/2013 applied

May 2014

Imports of plant protection products
infringing intellectual property rights, without
labels, appropriate permits, do not meet the
requirements imposed by national legislation.
Akatara - 8000 kg.
Gelera - 1000 liters
Milgaro - 1500 liters

The names of the notified products
confusingly similar to the ones appearing on
the European market:

- Gelara - Galera (Dow AgroSciences) Akatara
- Aktar (Syngenta Participations AG) Milgaro Milagro (Syngenta Ltd.)

Action taken by Customs and Tax Service

•

•

In order to monitor the smuggling of
plant protection products, in each
case after the disclosure of the
information is sent to the Provincial
Inspector of Plant Health and Seed.

•

In addition, information about
disclosures are published on the
website of the KAS and National
Revenue Administration,
information to media (TV, radio)

http://www.mf.gov.pl/krajowa-administracjaskarbowa/wiadomosci/aktualnosci//asset_publisher/2UWl/content/kas-zwalczanielegalny-obrot-srodkami-ochronyroslin?redirect=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mf.gov.pl
%2Fkrajowa-administracjaskarbowa%2Fwiadomosci%2Faktualnosci%3Fp
_p_id%3D101_INSTANCE_2UWl%26p_p_lifecycl
e%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode
%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3Dcolumn2%26p_p_col_count%3D1#p_p_id_101_INSTAN
CE_2UWl
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Counterfeited plant protection products

A helpful tool in the work of customs officers.
The Leonardo da Vinci / COPIS system concerning the protection
of intellectual property rights

Source of information: decision protective issued by the Director of
the Customs Chamber in Warsaw or the customs authorities of the
EU Member States oblige customs authorities to take action for the
protection of intellectual property rights reference materials
(characteristics of the original products and counterfeit); producers,
distributors, production sites, etc. representatives of the legal and
technical rights owners.

660 liters of pesticides detained, officers of
the Customs Branch in Korczowa.

•

Officers of the Customs Service sent to
the X-rays Polish refrigerated trucks
entering "on empty”. Behind the wheel of
the vehicle sat 36-year-old Ukrainian
citizen, who explained that he was going to
repair a refrigerated car in Poland.

•

During the X-ray machine, the customs
officers found that two tanks of a liquid of
unknown origin. In the container of
refrigeration unit was 210 liters of thick
liquid having a white color and in the fuel
tank there was 450 liters.
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660 liters of pesticides detained, officers of
the Customs Branch in Korczowa
•

Customs officers took samples of both liquid and handed them to the test in
the laboratory of Customs Chamber in Przemyśl. Studies have shown the
presence of plant protection products with a strong intervention and
preventive action, having a toxic effect on aquatic organisms that may cause
adverse effects in the aquatic environment. If swallowed and enters these
compounds into the body by inhalation may result in death.

•

660 liters of liquid was pumped in collaboration with the Fire Department and
transported to a specialized company authorized to store such substances.
If the goods were able to move into the illicit trade, the Treasury would lose
almost 35 thousand PLN (7 700EUR) due to unpaid customs duties and VAT.
Further investigation, which was detained as the car runs Customs Office in
Przemyśl.

•
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October 2016 Korczowa

• Difenokonazol 250 EC\
SCORE 450l
• Spirodiklofen
ENVIDOR 240SC – 201l

12

An insecticide called NUPRID 600
- 11 520 liters.

- On 30 June 2018 on Polish-Ukrainian border crossing point in
Medyka, customs officers stopped a truck with out-of-date
pesticides sent from Ukrainian company to England.
- -The pesticides were produced in March 2016. According to
information included at the producer's website those pesticides
were valid 2 years since the date of production.
- It means that the pesticides should be classified as hazardous
waste.
- The pesticides were transported illegally without written
notification and consent of authorities concerned.
- This transport was also illegal pursuant to article 9 of Basel
Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of
Hazardous Waste and their Disposal.
- After contactnig relevant British authorities, which denied
Great Britain as the final destination, the transport was sent
back to Ukraine.
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Counterfeited plant protection products
Other disclosures took place in smuggling.
Sample pictures.

.

The same product - Mospilan - different packages

Disclosed pesticides The same product - Actar various packaging

Disclosed pesticides
The rising trend in recent times (empty containers, caps,
labels, pesticides transferred into containers after
washing fluids, oils, vehicles, etc..).

Disclosures of smuggling
Plant protection products
POLAND
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Disclosures of smuggling
Plant protection products
IC Przemysl/IAS Rzeszów

2018
(30-09-2018)

2016

2017

• 100 disclosures

• 82 disclosures

• not allowed to
import about

• 127 disclosures
•
• not allowed to
import about

• 1237,02 l and
459,07 kg

• 986,40 l and
643,71 kg

• 12090 l and
281 kg

• not allowed to
import about
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Thank you for your kind
attention

and lenience

Grażyna Cieśla-Kaczmar4czyk
coordinator of intellectual property rights
protection

